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Critical Comms Landscape

• Large Scale P25 networks with hybrid devices switching from LMR to 
4/5G and future satellite services

• Critical industries Aviation, Ports, Mining & Transport

• Critical Utilities, Water, Power, Internet, Communications subject to 
the SOCI Act

• 3GPP standards advancing, with MCX Services and Interworking 
Frameworks (IWF) becoming mainstream

• Complexity is growing, users demand simplicity
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Communications is still a challenge
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P25 LMR State Based Networks

• Australian States operate large scale P25 Trunked Networks, supplemented 
with P25 conventional

• The coverage challenge is now often solved by using hybrid devices 
switching from LMR to 4/5G and satellite services

• Public Safety uses all forms of public 4/5G networks for data services
• There is a huge overlay of many other technologies, LMR fireground 

simplex, paging, mass notification services, drones an endless array of tech 
used in the field

• Direct-to-Device (D2D) devices could have a huge impact on the ability of 
agencies to operate across the country

• As Government considers how to move all these services to Mobile 
Broadband the size of the challenge becomes apparent
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Critical Messaging in Australia 2026 –
Emergency Responders

There is no public paging networking left in Australia. A snapshot by state:

• NSW - 2 x Government run POCSAG networks for Emergency Services, 
Government managed smart apps and 4G pagers used in parallel. 

• VIC – Dual frequency government run POCSAG network for Emergency 
Services, Government managed smart app used in parallel. 

• QLD – Limited POCSAG paging, Response APP and 4G pagers mainly used

• SA – Government run Flex paging network, SMS and non-government 
approved Apps

• WA – No paging networks, mostly SMS used

• TAS – Government managed paging network and SMS

• NT – Still some Government Managed POCSAG Networks
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Courtesy: 
https://www.snstelecom.com/public-
safety-lte
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ARCIA’s Role

• Spectrum team renewed emphasis on advocating on all spectrum 
matters, for all user types

• Private 5G network issues to enable better industry rollout

• Support appropriate allocation of spectrum to all groups for public 
safety and critical industries

• Support alignment of spectrum with international standards

• Highlight the importance of standards, both the investment in 
standards and adherence to them

• Events, training, advocation, local manufacturing, collaboration
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Thank you
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