
1 

 

 

Australian Communications and Media Authority presentation delivered to ARCIA members in Perth 

on 30 June 2016. 
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These 80 odd non-standard land mobile radios were recently being use by a traffic control company 

and were programmed with a variety of unlicensed frequencies. The land mobile equipment 

standard, other than specifying numerous technical parameters, also prohibits front panel 

programming for land mobile frequencies (AS/NZS 4295:2004). 
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An RFID tag used to track and monitor bees in Tasmania was found causing harmful interference to 

mobile phone service in the 900 MHz band. The owner and operator of these insects was educated 

accordingly and rectified the issued. 
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However it doesn’t take an expensive hobby or commercial drone to cause harmful interference. 

This $20 toy drone, purchased over the net from the United States, shut down a mobile phone site in 

Melbourne. It was found operating on the US ISM Band on 911 MHz. 
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Illegal Repeater – Blue Mount 
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There are also those person who wish to set up their own radio networks without following the 

regulatory process. These unlicensed systems have the potential to cause harmful interference to 

other licence systems and this setup did in Victoria, an illegal repeater at Blue Mount in Victoria. 
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Tracking down interference generated by unlicensed operators can also be challenging, in particular 

when individuals have gone to great lengths to conceal installations. This site on Dunns Hill east of 

Melbourne was the target of a covert installation of an unlicensed repeater. 
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The repeater was hidden behind this bearings board. 
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The repeater comprising of 2 Motorola GM300s and diplexor. 
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The power supply was also carefully hidden behind the wall and spliced into the mains power. A 

number of similar installations have also been uncovered. 
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Further information at http://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Radiocomms-

licensing/Apparatus-licences/do-you-sell-or-rent-two-way-radios   
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This is an example on how a third party authorisation can be included in a customer invoice - 

http://www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/engage-blogs/engage-blogs/Spectrum/What-should-a-third-

party-authorisation-look-like  
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Further information at http://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Suppliers/Product-supply-and-

compliance/Steps-to-compliance    
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