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The Australian Radio Communications Industry 

Association (ARCIA) is the peak national industry 

body representing the two-way and associated 

wireless radio communications industry in 

Australia.  We are a not-for-pro�t, incorporated Association that seeks to  

implement diverse, industry-speci�c initiatives that seek to raise the pro�le, 

importance and awareness of radio communications in industry. We strive to 

implement diverse, industry-speci�c initiatives to raise the pro�le, importance 

and awareness of radio communications in Australia.

This is ARCIA’s second annual report, which documents the Association’s 

performance over the 2010-2011 �nancial year.  This report has been published 

to inform our stakeholders about our activities and will be published annually.  

As part of our commitment to sustainability, this report is published online at 

www.arcia.org.au with a small number of copies produced in hard copy to 

satisfy some of our stakeholder needs.  

The Association’s �nancial information is being released separately and will be 

available to members. 

Comments about this report are welcome and should be directed to 
info@arcia.org.au or:

Madeleine Cahill
Events and Communications O�cer
ARCIA Head O�ce
9/21 Huntingdale Road
Burwood, Victoria, 3125

No part of this report may be reproduced by any process without prior written 

permission from ARCIA.

ABN: 68 632 173 675
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Treasurer/Finance O�cer: Alistair Tibballs

Member & Accreditation Convenor: Chris Stapleton
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Membership: Melanie Arnott and Ian Miller

Accreditation: Chris Stapleton 

Events and Partnerships: Alistair Tibballs and Anthony Blyth
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The Committee met for their 
June meeting prior to the 
Western Australia Industry 
Dinner and Networking 
Event in Perth. Like our 
other Committee meetings, 
those unable to physically 
attend, joined the meeting 
via teleconference.  



ARCIA is made up of elected Committee and Ex-O�cio members who are actively engaged in the Australian radio 
communications industry. They bring many years of knowledge and expertise to the Association without personal 
�nancial gain. 

ARCIA Committee and Ex-O�cio members work on behalf of the Association’s members on issues where they 
believe the industry should be protected or represented and are elected based on their interest to best serve the 
industry as a whole. The Association welcomes regular comments and suggestions from its members to ensure 
the Committee continues to ful�ll its role.  

The ARCIA Committee meets monthly to manage, coordinate and implement the Association’s  various activities 
including Accreditation, Technical and Spectrum Issues, Training and Education, Membership and Events. Each 
member is involved in various sub-committees to ensure the Association’s goals are achieved.

Nominations for O�ce Bearers open four weeks prior the Annual General Meeting held in August each year. ARCIA 
is keen to represent all sectors of the Australian radio communications industry and encourages all  to attend and 
nominate. 

ARCIA ensures it maintains its national representation by o�ering teleconference for those interstate or in rural 
areas who are unable to physically attend the Association’s meetings, which are currently hosted in ARCIA’s head 
o�ce in Melbourne, Victoria. 

In 2011, ARCIA launched its National Industry Events initiative.  Industry Events focus on o�ering substantial 
networking opportunities and dinner along with presentations and guest speakers. Committee State Representa-
tives will play a key role in the coordination and promotion of these events. 

“ARCIA is made up of elected Committee and Ex-O�cio members who 

are actively engaged in the Australian radio communications industry. 

They bring many years of knowledge and expertise to the Association 

without personal �nancial gain.”

Full Committee pro�les are available at www.arcia.org.au.

ARCIA is seeking interest from members of the Australian radio communications industry who would like 
to join ARCIA State representatives in NSW, QLD, SA, VIC and WA to form State working groups. ARCIA is 
also interested in hearing from those who would like to represent the radio communications industry in 
TAS and NT or those who would like to join one of the Association’s sub-Committees. 

As you will read in this report, State representatives and Sub-Committees play a major role in managing, 
coordinating, implementing and promoting the Associations various activities and initiatives such as the 
Accreditation program, Technical and Spectrum Issues, Training and Education, Membership, Events and 
other areas that best serve the industry as a whole.

By joining a State working group or Sub-Committee, you will contribute to having a bene�cial e�ect on the 
industry at a local and national level.  Your knowledge of and commitment to the Australian radio commu-
nications industry will be well regarded and any amount of time you can dedicate to your involvement with 
the Association will be recognised.  To get involved, contact a State representative directly or email us at 
info@arcia.org.au. 



The aim of each state representative is to directly deal with issues facing the radio communications in that 
particular state. Each state representative implements initiatives decided on by the Committee, which work to 
support and involve local organisations and individuals, and strengthen the industry nationally.

We encourage all sectors of the industry to join our ranks, in particular those in the industry wishing to represent 
ARCIA in Western Australia, Northern Territory, ACT and Tasmania. All ARCIA Committee meetings are held via 
teleconference to allow those interstate or in rural areas to fully participate.

2010-2011 has seen ARCIA continue to emerge of as a known and respected presence, not only in South 
Australia, but also in the whole of Australia. There have been several initiatives undertaken by ARCIA that 
have had a direct bene�t on all South Australians in the Radio Communications Industry. Some of the more 
obvious ones include:

·  The ACMA’s acceptance and willingness to work with ARCIA on the 400MHz band review;
·  The awarding of the Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarship to South Australian recipient, Ben Woods 
from Tetracom;
·  The engagement of ARCIA by the South Australian Government with respect to independent advice 
on an OH&S matter;
·  The inclusion of Regency TAFE in a National Education Forum to discuss apprentice training.

All of these achievements are a direct �t with the Association’s Aim and Mission, and support the focus of the 
Committee who has worked hard for these successes over the past year.

On 15 September, ARCIA will be holding its second Industry Dinner and Networking Event at the National 
Wine Centre of Australia in Adelaide.  Join us for a night of networking, dinner, presentations and drinks.

I would also like to encourage you to become members if you haven’t already done so. Our membership 
numbers are what give us a voice of strength that can work for the bene�t of everyone in the Australian radio 
communications industry. You may also like to consider joining us to represent the Industry in South Austra-
lia to further these e�orts.

If you would like to get involved or have an issue that you would like the Association to assist you with, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Je� Perry - Committee Member and South Australian Representative 

Image: Craig Cosgrove from Tetracom, Je� Perry (South Australian Representative) and Anthony Chan (Electric Bug) at 
the Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarship presentation awarded to South Australian recipient, Ben Woods. 













The last year has seen a continuation of our relationship with RMIT University in Melbourne, with involve-
ment in Industry Advisory Committees (IAC), and providing both student encouragement through our 
involvement with the ENgenius program. Our IAC involvement has also included liaison with Engineers 
Australia, which saw the formal accreditation of RMIT’s Associate Degree Programs, the �rst in Australia.

ARCIA member JRD Communications has sponsored student visits to their communications sites and work-
place, and o�ered student work placements providing  exposure to radio communications. 

We encourage all member organisations to take the initiative to liase with their local Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO), be it a University or a TAFE, to o�er workplace visits or guest lectures to introduce the 
idea of a career in radio communications to their students. Work placements can be a valuable means of 
assessing potential employees.

There is some concern that radio technicians require, as a minimum, the competencies a�orded by a Certi�-
cate IV level course, whilst current apprenticeships are generally o�ered at Certi�cate III level.  This is an area 
governed by  EE-OZ, the ElectroComms and Energy Utilities Industry Skills Council, the Australian Govern-
ment declared I.S.C. for the ElectroComms and Energy Utilities industries. ARCIA are working to drive change 
in radio/electronics apprenticeships to re�ect Certi�cate IV competencies.

“The need for support of members in actively engaging apprentices 

and trainees remains unchanged from last year, and is of critical im-

portance if we want radio training to remain available in Australia...We 

encourage all member organisations to take the initiative to liaise with 

their local Registered Training Organisation (RTO), be it a University or 

a TAFE, to o�er workplace visits or guest lectures to introduce the idea 

of a career in radio communications to their students. Work placements 

can be a valuable means of assessing potential employees.”

In May, ARCIA held its �rst education teleconference, with representation from Universities and TAFE’s across 
Australia. The theme for this virtual meeting was based upon training availability, and course content, with 
the intent to provide an information database of program availability, and development of rapport with 
these RTO’s in future meetings.

In terms of new programs, one of particular interest is the proposed Graduate Diploma in Spectrum Man-
agement, which is to be o�ered in block delivery in Canberra. This program is intended to provide the 
necessary training for Spectrum Assigners.

The need for support of members in actively engaging apprentices/trainees remains unchanged from last 
year, and is of critical importance if we want radio training to remain available in Australia – clearly our RTO’s 
are now driven by economics, and it is not viable to maintain course availability without minimum student 
numbers.

The Training and Education sub-Committee comprises of Bob Rogers and Chris Kelly



In 2010-2011, ARCIA, on behalf of Tait Radio Communications, awarded the inaugural Sir Angus Tait Memorial 
Scholarship to Nic Persic in NSW and Ben Woods in SA.

The Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarship is intended to provide encouragement to students or apprentices who 
are undertaking specialised training within the radio communications �eld. Sir Angus Tait had an unbridled 
passion for radio, commencing in his schoolboy days, and culminating in the formation of Tait Electronics Pty Ltd. 
His philosophy was, “Our technology is our sword – we keep it sharp and bright”. Sir Angus Tait recognised that 
those students of today, with a passion for communications, are our future, and took pride in promoting and 
supporting technical education.

In order to continue to provide encouragement to students or apprentices actively pursuing study leading to a 
career in radio communications, four Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarships will be awarded in 2011/2012 thanks to 
the support from Tait Radio Communications, Omnnitronics and RadioComms Connect 2011. 

Over the last year, ARCIA has also been involved in numerous industry charity events. These events not
only support the good work of Australian charities, but support the Australian radio communications
industry by bringing individuals and organisations from various areas of the industry together in a social
environment.

ARCIA supported and attended an inaugural industry charity day in Brisbane where industry representatives 
gathered to discuss a sustainable future for the radio communications industry. In addition to the formalities and 
fundraising, the day also included an enjoyable round of golf. Tait  Radio Communications partnered with RF 
Industries, Zetron and Omnitronics to host the event, which raised funds for the Smith Family Learning for Life 
Program. 

In February, ARCIA attended and supported the Annual Spurious Challenge on Sydney Harbour hosted by RFI. This 
year the fund raising turned towards helping our friends across the sea with around $75,000 being raised to help 
the Christchurch earthquake victims. Well done to Steve Jacques and RFI for leading this initiative and thanks to 
the NSW Radio industry for their generous support.

Images: Ben Woods from SA pictured with ARCIA President, Chris 
Kelly (left) and Nic Persic from NSW pictured with ARCIA NSW 
Representative, Hamish Du� and his employer, Leigh Gunn from 
GUNNCOMMS (bottom) were awarded the Sir Angus Tait Memorial 
Scholarships in 2010-2011. Each recipient was awarded $2,000 to 
go towards their apprenticeship training and education. 

If you or your member company would like to get involved in either hosting an industry charity event or would 
like to sponsor a Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarship, contact us at info@arcia.org.au. 

If you have an apprentice or trainee deserving of the Sir Angus Tait Memorial Scholarship, tell them to apply by 
visiting the Training and Education section on our website: www.arcia.org.au. 
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